	
	 Marks

	Opens the interview

Introduces self(name & status)

Asks patient – Reason for presentation AND listens to opening statement without interruption

Acknowledges the patient’s concerns, clarifies info obtained from opening statement
	              /5

	Asks – Hx of back pain
Onset & progression
Site and radiation

Time pattern ?night ?day

Precipitating factors
Relieving factors
	              /5

	
	                          

	Associated symptoms & Differential diagnoses
Crush fracture – Osteoporosis, menopause, HRT, calcium intake
Metastatic cancer – Bowel symptoms, breast lump, loss of weight
Infection -  Fever, sweats, rigors

Arthritis – Other joints

Disc prolapse – Radiation down leg, neurological symptoms – sphincter continence, numbness
	              /10

	Surrogate mark


	               /5

	Communication Skills mark
Award mark for taking control of the interview

Communication skills – Effective listening skills, questioning tech, appropriate body language/eye contact, treated patient with respect, responsive to patient’s concerns, professional manner, brought encounter to a suitable close
	               /5

	Examiner questions

1. What is the differential diagnoses?

a Crush fracture from osteoporosis
b Malignancy
2. Investigations:
a Vertebral Xray
b Bone scan
c CT/MRI

d FBE/CRP


	               /5

	 TOTAL

	               /35


Sample OSCE

Please take a history from this 70 yo woman who has back pain
